ARIZONA BORDER RECON
SASABE, ARIZONA 85633

CONFIDENTIAL // APPROVED FOR LIMITED DISTRIBUTION

RULES OF ENGAGEMENT
1. USE OF FORCE, RULES OF ENGAGEMENT, DETAINMENT, SEARCH AND SEIZURE

1. GENERAL INFORMATION
A. Nothing in this policy is intended to stop, prevent, bar or exclude any individual from
exercising the ability to defend oneself against harm, or a third person from the same.
The totality of circumstances will be considered in all actions.

B. When and where applicable, Arizona Revised Statutes (ARS) and applicable laws shall
serve as the applicable regulations and policy on the use of force and rules of
engagement for participating personnel and guests, regardless of residency.

C. Only the minimum amount of force reasonably necessary to accomplish any task is
authorized. The deescalation of any situation is the optimal result and should be the
goal of any contact or action. All uses of force shall be immediately reported and
documented utilizing an Incident Report (IR) with photos, and if possible, video.

D. The following statutes and laws shall be read and complied with.
i.  ARS 13-403 Justification; use of physical force
i.  ARS 13-404 Justification; self-defense
iii.  ARS 13-405 Justification; use of deadly physical force
iv.  ARS 13-406 Justification; defense of a third person
v.  ARS 13-411 Justification; use of force in crime prevention; applicability
vi.  ARS 13-3881 Arrest; how made; force and restraint
vii.  ARS 13-3882 Time of making arrest
viii.  ARS 13-3884 Arrest by private person
ix.  ARS13-3889 Method of arrest by private person
Xx.  ARS 13-3801 Preventing Offenses, Aiding Officers
xi.  ARS 13-3802 Right to command aid for execution of process; punishment for
resisting process
xii. ~ ARS 13-3892 Right of private person to break into building
xiii.  ARS 13-3893 Right to break door or window to effect release
xiv.  ARS 13-3894 Right to break into building in order to effect release of person
making arrest detain therein
xv.  ARS 13-3895 Weapons to be taken from person arrested
xvi.  ARS 13-3896 Arrest after escape or rescue; method of recapture
xvii.  ARS 13-3900 Duty of private person after making arrest
xviii.  ARS 13-3925 Unlawful search or seizure; admissibility of evidence; definitions
xix.  Arizona Constitution, Article 2, Section 8, Right to Privacy
xx.  U.S. Constitution, Bill of Rights, 4th Amendment
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2. USE OF FORCE

A

Only the minimum amount of force reasonably necessary to execute or effect a task is
authorized.

Personnel shall not brandish any weapon unless immediately necessary to defend
oneself or a third person from immediate threats of physical force or deadly physical
force.

Any force applied during a contact, incident or other action shall be immediately
ceased upon termination of any threat, or control has been gained in the situation.

All uses of force shall be immediately reported, and an Incident Report (IR) generated.
Photos, and if possible, video should be taken to document the actions.

3. RULES OF ENGAGEMENT

A.

B.

Possible weapons shall be verified by two persons, not adjacent to each other.

Personnel shall identify themselves immediately. All unknown persons shall be
identified as reasonably necessary.

Commands shall be given no less than three times for subjects to comply with
requirements to control the situation.

Force shall not be applied unless no other alternative exists. This includes brandishing
weapons. Only a reasonable level of force shall be used, and upon termination of any
threat, the force shall be ceased immediately.

Deadly physical force is authorized only if no other alternative exists to defend oneself,
and if vacating the area would pose a greater risk for injury or death.

4. DETAINMENT

A.

Persons suspected of illegal activity (i.e. illegal immigration, smuggling) shall be
detained for the appropriate law enforcement agency in a reasonable manner. Persons
upon detainment shall be inspected for immediate medical concerns. All detainments
shall be immediately reported and documented via incident report. Photos, and if
possible, video shall be taken as well.

Upon detention, the appropriate law enforcement agency shall be contacted
immediately for surrender of the detainee(s).
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C. Elements normally required to effect a lawful detainment are as follows:
i.  Intent upon the person effecting the detainment
ii.  Authority that is lawful on the part of the person effecting the detainment
iii.  Seizure or detention of the subject(s)
iv.  Understanding on the part of the detainee that he/she have been detained and
why

D. Personnel shall not transport detained subjects in vehicles for any reason other than
medical emergencies, or unless directed to do so by a law enforcement officer.

E. No physical restraints are to be utilized for detainment for any reason except the
following:
i. Detainee(s) pose an immediate threat to the safety and security of other
persons around
ii.  To prevent injury to the detainee(s) by use of physical force upon themselves

F. Personnel shall only detain subjects for a reasonable period of time. Arizona law
dictates that a reasonable time period varies by situation, and cannot be dictated by
policy for every situation encountered.

G. Upon arrival of law enforcement officials, personnel shall inform the responding
officials of the situation and circumstances of the detainment including surrendering
any evidence to support the circumstances of the detainment.

H. Personnel are to hand over control of any detainee and the property associated with
the detainee to law enforcement officials.

5. SEARCH AND SEIZURE
A. Personnel shall not search individuals contacted beyond the scope of a cursory search
of the individual for any weapons. Belongings, bags, totes, and the like shall not be
searched without consent of the individual or by order of a law enforcement officer.

B. Property seized during any contact shall be documented. Should the individual be
released for any reason all property shall be surrendered to the individual or law
enforcement officer, as appropriate.

C. During a contact, persons may be separated from objects carried or possessed to
prevent using those objects as instruments to attack other persons. Upon termination
of the contact, all property shall be returned to the individual or a law enforcement
officer, as appropriate.
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